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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 February 2004 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) EI Claim(s) 1-3.5.7-11. 13. 19-21.23-25.27-32 and 34-36 is/are rejected. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 34, 35, and 36 are objected to because of the following informalities: they 
depend on cancelled claim 33. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 29 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 7 contains 
unclear language ("for the plurality for the single"). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 -3, 5, 7-11,13,1 9-21 , 23, 25, 27-32, and 35-36 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Freeman, Jr. et al. (6,012,035). 

(A) Referring to claim 1 , Freeman discloses a system for processing reimbursements to 
physicians for participating in a medical study, comprising: 

a microprocessor-based controller; and a computer readable medium, including 
instructions executable by the microprocessor-base controller to (Fig. 1-2 and col. 4, 
lines 13-24 of Freeman): 

receive patient medical information from a physician relating to the medical study 
(Fig. 3, col. 2, lines 26-64, and col. 18, lines 14-26 of Freeman); 
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automatically validate the patient medical information (Fig. 3, col. 2, lines 26-64, 
and col. 18, lines 14-26 of Freeman); 

upon validating the patient medical information, store a reimbursement record in 
a database, the reimbursement record indicating at least a reimbursement amount and 
the physician to be reimbursed (Fig. 3, col. 2, lines 26-64, and col. 18, lines 14-26 of 
Freeman); and 

automatically process at least one reimbursement to each physician having one 
or more reimbursement records in the database (Fig. 3, col. 2, lines 26-64, and col. 18, 
lines 14-26 of Freeman). 

(B) Referring to claim 2, Freeman discloses wherein the patient medical information is 
patient diagnosis information (col. 8, lines 14-20 of Freeman). 

Insofar as the claim recites "selected from the group consisting of," it is 
immaterial whether or not the other elements are also disclosed. 

(C) Referring to claim 3, Freeman discloses wherein the database includes a plurality of 
reimbursement records, and wherein the computer readable medium further includes 
instructions executable by the microprocessor-based controller to: group at least some 
of the plurality of reimbursement records into a single reimbursement file; and provide to 
an approval authority access to the reimbursement file (Fig. 4 and col. 8, line 54 - col. 9, 
line 15 of Freeman). 

(D) Referring to claim 5, Freeman discloses wherein the reimbursement file is 
electronically forwarded to the approval authority (col. 8, lines 14-36 of Freeman). 
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(E) Referring to claim 7, Freeman discloses wherein the computer readable medium 
further includes instructions executable by the microprocessor-based controller to: 
process reimbursements to the physicians upon approval by the approval authority (col. 
8, lines 14-36 of Freeman). 

(F) Referring to claim 8, Freeman discloses wherein the computer readable medium 
further includes instructions executable by the microprocessor-based controller to: 
electronically transmit the reimbursement file to an accounting system adapted to 
process the reimbursements to the physicians upon approval by the approval authority 
(col. 4, lines 26-37 and col. 8, lines 14-36 of Freeman). 

(G) Referring to claim 9, Freeman discloses wherein the database includes a plurality of 
reimbursement records associated with one physician, and wherein the computer 
readable medium further includes instructions executable by the microprocessor-based 
controller to: accumulate the plurality of reimbursement records for the one physician 
into a single reimbursement record for the physician; and process a single 
reimbursement for the single reimbursement record (col. 8, lines 54-67 and col. 8, lines 
14-36 of Freeman). 

(H) Referring to claim 10, Freeman discloses wherein the computer readable medium 
further includes instructions executable by the microprocessor-based controller to: 
accumulate a plurality of reimbursement records in the database for one or more 
physicians over a predetermined period of time; and process one or more 



Application: 1 0/789,788 Paper No. 20081 1 26 

Art Unit: 3686 Page 5 

reimbursements to each of the one or more physicians at the end of the predetermined 
period of time (col. 2, lines 50-64 and col. 8, lines 27-28 of Freeman). 
(I) Claims 11, 13, 19 and 20 repeat substantially the same limitations as claims 1 , 3, 9, 
and 10, and are rejected for the same reasons given above. 

(J) Referring to claim 21 , Freeman discloses a system for processing reimbursements 
to physicians for participating in one or more medical studies, wherein the one or more 
medical studies require physicians to perform procedures on one or more patients, the 
system comprising: 

a microprocessor-based controller; a computer readable medium, wherein the 
computer readable medium includes instructions executable by the microprocessor- 
based controller to (Fig. 1-2 and col. 4, lines 13-24 of Freeman): 

receive medical procedure information from one or more physicians for each 
procedure performed by the one or more physicians on the one or more patients in the 
medical study; automatically validate the medical procedure information (Fig. 3, col. 2, 
lines 26-64, and col. 18, lines 14-26 of Freeman); 

upon validating the medical procedure information, store a reimbursement record 
in a database for each procedure, the reimbursement record indicating at least a 
reimbursement amount and the physician to be reimbursed (Fig. 3, col. 2, lines 26-64, 
and col. 18, lines 14-26 of Freeman); and 
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automatically process at least one reimbursement to each physician having one 
or more reimbursement records in the database (Fig. 3, col. 2, lines 26-64, and col. 18, 
lines 14-26 of Freeman). 

(K) Claims 23, 25, 27-30, 31 , 32, and 35 repeat substantially the same limitations as 
claims 3, 5, 7-10, 21, 2, and 5, respectively, and are therefore rejected for the same 
reasons given above. 

(L) Referring to claim 36, Freeman discloses further comprising the approval authority 
approving the reimbursement records for reimbursement reimbursements electronically 
(col. 8, lines 14-36 of Freeman). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 24 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Freeman, Jr. et al. (6,012,035). 

(A) Referring to claim 24, Freeman discloses keeping reimbursement transaction 
information in a repository having the at least some of the reimbursement records listed 
therein (see col. 2, lines 44-64 of Freeman). 
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Freeman does not expressly disclose that the reimbursement file comprises a 
spreadsheet. However, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to include a spreadsheet with the motivation of 
organizing the data to allow for analysis. 

(B) Claim 34 repeats the same limitations as claim 24, and is therefore rejected for the 
same reasons given above. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied prior art teaches electronic creation, 
submission, adjudication, and payment of health insurance claims (US 6,343,271 B1); a 
health care administration method (US 2005/0010436 A1); systems and methods for 
obtaining approval for medical reimbursements (US 2002/0082863 A1); patient data 
mining for clinical trials (US 2003/0130871 A1); a system and method for processing 
and managing claim forms (US 2004/0249665 A1); a method and system for 
dispensing, tracking and managing pharmaceutical trial products (5,832,449). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LENA NAJARIAN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7072. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9:30 am - 6:00 
pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jerry O'Connor can be reached on (571) 272-6787. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or (571) 272-1000. 

/L N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3686 
In 

12/2/08 

/Gerald J. O'Connor/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 3686 



